Scooter Maintenance
Scooter maintenance is pretty important. It's even more important than on a car because the engine has to work harder and
component failure can more easily lead to loss of control.
Perhaps the most important and easiest item of maintenance is to regularly check the oil level and change the oil at frequent
intervals. I think changing the oil at least every 1000 miles is a good idea. The oil capacity is less than 1 liter and so an oil
change costs about $3 and takes about 5 minutes. It's cheap insurance to keep your engine running for as long as possible.
My manual recommends changing the transmission oil every 2000 miles or 6 months. Since it only takes about 100ml of oil
(which costs under $1) and takes a couple of minutes to do, don't skimp on transmission oil changes. Use a motorcycle grade
10-30W engine oil and 80/90 transmission gear oil. Which oil you use is less important than how often you change it, though
I'd probably avoid using pure synthetic oil in a scooter, especially during the break in period. Once you have several thousand
miles on the engine, a synthetic blend may be OK, but you should still change the oil regularly.
Checking tire pressure regularly is also very important. Unlike a car, a scooter only has two wheels and tire problems can lead
more easily to a loss of control and possible injury, so making sure your tire pressures are correct makes sense.
Though a standard maintenance schedule calls for checking bolt tightness every 1000 miles or 6 months, it certainly doesn't
hurt to do it more frequently.
With any luck your "manual" will have a maintenance schedule in it, but if it doesn't here's the very minimum that you should
do:
Every 250 miles or every month:

•
•
•
•

Check engine oil level
Check tire pressure
Check lights and horn
Check battery level

Every 1000 miles or every 6 months

•

Change engine oil

•
•
•
•

Check tires for wear
Check valve stems for splits or cracks
Check brakes and throttle operation. Lubricate cables if required
Check all screws nuts and bolts and tighten. Especially check muffler and exhaust fasteners and front and rear axles

Every 2000 miles or every year

•

Change the transmission oil

•

Check and adjust valve clearance

•
•
•
•
•
•

Clean air cleaner
Check and clean (or replace) spark plug
Check brake linings.
Check/clean/lubricate brake and throttle cables.
Check CVT drive belt for wear and cracks
Check wheel and steering bearings

